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To reach the 2030 elimination targets, Italy needs to diagnose 90% of all HCV 
infections and treat 80% of all diagnosed

World Health Organization. Interim guidance for country validation of viral hepatitis elimination 2021
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We need to expand screening to the older age groups to diagnose 90% of all HCV 
infections and meet the WHO targets
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The drop in the number of treated patients is being seen in every major country 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

                                

                                    

 

      

       

       

       

       

       

                                

                                   

 

     

      

      

      

      

                                

                                     

 

     

      

      

      

      

                                

                                      

 

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

                                

                                    

 

   

     

     

     

     

     

     

                                

                                           

Linking 

diagnosed HCV 

individuals to 

care is a major 

problem in every 

country.

The sustained 

high number of 

treated patients 

in Italy is 

indicative of a 

higher infection 

rate than France, 

Germany & 

Spain. 
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In the US, 65-73% of all diagnosed HCV patients, with treatment coverage, are 
lost to follow up within one year of being diagnosed

Thompson, et. al. Vital Signs: Hepatitis C Treatment Among Insured Adults — United States, 2019–2020, MMWR MMWR, Vol. 71, No. 32, p1011, 

2022.

Even after removing HCV treatment restrictions and reimbursing treatment, most 

HCV patients are lost to follow up.
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Anti-HCV RNA

Cost Per Test $12 $230

50.0% 0.42% $2,871 $605

76.0% Already Dxed

2.0

50.0% 0.42%

1.1% RNA+ Screening Cost/ Newly Dxed

2.6 Status Quo $3,476

24.0% 0.26%

Anti-HCV+

239

98.9% 98.9%
No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

A patient registry is very important for an HCV elimination program to prevent 
testing the same people again and again – Example:  New Zealand

Anti-HCV 

prevalence in 

NZ

Viremic rate in 

NZ

% diagnosed in 

NZ
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Anti-HCV RNA

Cost Per Test $12 $230

15.0% 0.033% $36,364 $7,667

20.0% Already Dxed

6.7

85.0% 0.19%

1.1% RNA+ Screening Cost/ Newly Dxed

33 Status Quo $3,476

80.0% 0.88% Status Quo 2025 $44,030

Anti-HCV+

3,030

98.9% 98.9%

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Without  a registry, the cost of screening will increase exponentially as viremic 
rate and percent undiagnosed decreases

Anti-HCV 

prevalence will 

stay the same

Percent viremic 

will decrease as 

more are 

treated & cured

% undiagnosed 

will decrease
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Anti-HCV RNA

Cost Per Test $12 $230

100.0% 0.84% $1,435 $303

76.0% Already Dxed

1.0

0.0% 0.0%

1.1% RNA+ Screening Cost/ Newly Dxed

1.3 Status Quo $3,476

24.0% 0.26% Status Quo 2025 $44,030

SQ 2025 w Registry $1,738

Anti-HCV+

119.6

98.9% 98.9%

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

A robust patient registry can reduce screening costs significantly

Anti-HCV 

prevalence will 

stay the same

In the 

undiagnosed 

/untreated 

population, 

viremic rate will 

stay the same

With a registry, 

only those not 

diagnosed are 

tested
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What if HCV prevalence in Italy is lower than we have forecasted?

• If we continue to diagnose 3,500 people per year and treat 13,000 people per 
year, the prevalence must be <0.32% to reach the WHO 2030 elimination 
targets.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

                              

  
  
  
   
  
  
   
  
  
  
 

                              

                                                

An expanded screening program can be used to determine a more accurate 

estimate of HCV prevalence in Italy.
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Conclusions:

1. Italy can and will achieve the 2030 WHO elimination targets.

2. We recommend expanding screening to the older age groups.

3. We recommend putting in place a linkage to care program to get diagnosed 
patients on treatment.

4. Create a patient registry to test all adults only once.

5. Recommendations 2 & 4 can also result in a better estimate of HCV 
prevalence by age.

6. A better estimate of HCV prevalence in Italy can help us determine how 
quickly Italy will meet the WHO elimination targets.


	Diapositiva 1: Is Italy on track to eliminate HCV infection by the year 2030?
	Diapositiva 2: To reach the 2030 elimination targets, Italy needs to diagnose 90% of all HCV infections and treat 80% of all diagnosed
	Diapositiva 3: We need to expand screening to the older age groups to diagnose 90% of all HCV infections and meet the WHO targets
	Diapositiva 4: The drop in the number of treated patients is being seen in every major country 
	Diapositiva 5: In the US, 65-73% of all diagnosed HCV patients, with treatment coverage, are lost to follow up within one year of being diagnosed
	Diapositiva 6: A patient registry is very important for an HCV elimination program to prevent testing the same people again and again – Example:  New Zealand
	Diapositiva 7: Without  a registry, the cost of screening will increase exponentially as viremic rate and percent undiagnosed decreases
	Diapositiva 8: A robust patient registry can reduce screening costs significantly
	Diapositiva 9: What if HCV prevalence in Italy is lower than we have forecasted?
	Diapositiva 10: Conclusions:

